when, from its extraordinary bitterness and analogy to momordica, I was induced to make trial of it medicinally. Since ciple in elaterium is not soluble in water, as in some pharmacopeias, (as that of Van Mons, &c.) the fecula is directed to be washed, well washed in water, by which it plainly appears neither to be soluble in simple water, nor its own proper juice. This insolubility in water indicates its resinous nature, which may in some measure account for its acrimony and drastic operation on the bowels; on the contrary, the active principle in kusia being soluble in water, may account for its greater mildness of operation.
